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Ihim.   But for the powerful protection of Anne, Latimer would,
in all probability, have been called to testify the sincerity of his
principles at the stake five-and-twenty years before he was clothed
with the fiery robes of martyrdom.   At her earnest solicitation
the king interposed, and Latimer was restored to liberty.   The
queen next expressed a wish to see and hear the rescued preacher;
and Latimer, instead of addressing his royal protectress in the
language of servile adulation, reminded her of the vanity of
earthly greatness, and the delusions of human hopes and expecta-
tions.   Anne listened with humility, and entreated him to point
out whatever appeared amiss in her conduct and deportment.
Latimer. in reply,  seriously represented to her how much it
behoved her, not only to impress the duties of morality and piety
on her attendants, but to enforce her precepts by example. Anne,
far from being offended at his sincerity, appointed "him for one of
her chaplains, and afterwards obtained his promotion to the see
of Worcester.   To her credit it is also recorded, that she directed
a certain sum from her privy-purse to be distributed to every
village in England, for the relief of its distressed inhabitants.
With greater wisdom she planned the institution of a variety of
manufactures, with a view of giving more permanent assistance
to those who were destitute of a livelihood, and without employ-
ment.   3?or the last nine months of her life she distributed
14,OOOL in alms; she also caused many promising youths to be
educated and sent to college at her expense, with the intention of
rendering their talents and learning serviceable in the church.
In all these things Anne performed the duties of a good woman
and an enlightened queen; and had she attained to her royal
elevation in an honest and conscientious manner, in all probability
the blessing of God would have been with her, and prospered her
undertakings.   But however powerful her religious impressions
might have been, it is impossible that a real change of heart had
taken place while she continued to incite the king to harass and
persecute his forsaken queen Katharine, by depriving her of the
solace of her daughter's company, and exacting from the disin-
herited piincesst submissions from which conscience and nature
alike revolted.   There were moments when Anne felt the inse-
curity of her position in a political point of view, and well must
she have known how little reliance was to be placed on the
stability of the regard of the man whose caprice had placed the
queenly diadem on her brow.    At the best, she was only the
queen of a p^rty, far the majority of the nobles <and people of
England still regarded Katharine as the lawful possessor of the
title and place which Henry had bestowed on Anne.